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MiSTiC Predecessor Published On Campus
Thirty Years Ago—Thursday, Dec. 12,1954
Thirty years ago, on December 12, 1924, the first weekly
newspaper was written and printed on the MSTC campus.
It was then a three column, four page paper entitled "The
Bulletin."
Its predecessor, the Normal Red Letter, was more like
a monthly magazine than a newspaper. With the exception
of the writing, it was done completely off-campus.
A four page leaflet, the Weekly Bulletin, appeared in
1921, foreshadowing the 1924 appearance of the Bulletin.
With the installation of a Campbell press in 1922, plans
began to be made for a paper entirely written and printed
on campus.
Many changes have taken place since the Bulletin was
first published as a weekly paper.
Six students were responsible for the Bulletin. Its pub
lication was entirely an extra-curricular activity under the
supervision of Harold C. Johnsrud of the English depart
ment and Fred G. Leasure, printing instructor.
A contest was organized the next year and the name of
the paper was changed to The MiSTiC.

Printing equipment is housed in two rooms of the in
dustrial arts department. Darkroom facilities are available
all, 1939-1945; Clarence Glasrud, 1947-1949; Dick Adams,
1949-1951; and Walter Seidenkranz, 1951 to the present.
The MiSTiC has never missed a weekly deadline in 30
years, with the exception of two years during World War
II when a bi-weekly edition was printed.
Circulation of the MiSTiC now totals approximately 2,300
in the fall and winter quarters and 3,500 during spring
quarters when issues are sent to high school seniors in the
area of the college.
for student newspaper photographers on the first floor of
MacLean hall.
MSTC was the first Minnesota teachers college to offer
journalism courses, and was also the first to grant a minor
in the field. Ten journalism courses are now included in the
MS curriculum.
Advisers have been Mr. Harold Johnsrud, 1924-26; Dr.
Byron D. Murray, 1926-1939 and 1945-47; Dr. Allen Wood-

The two most serious setbacks suffered in the 30 years
were the 1929 bank failure when the paper lost nearly
$1,000, and the Old Main fire in 1930 when MiSTiC files
and office equipment were destroyed.
The "Western" in the present title was added in 1931
when a new masthead was adopted with the envisioned
MacLean hall sketched in behind it.
In 1941 the Miehle press now used to print the paper
was purchased for $12,000. It is capable of turning out
2,000 copies per hour.
The purchase of a linotype in November, 1947, made
MSTC the only college in Minnesota with a paper entire
ly written, edited, and printed on its campus. In the spring
of 1951 linotyping was again done off the campus and the
linotype now stands unused in Weld basement.
Other major equipment items which MiSTiC advertising
and subscription revenue have helped to purchase include
stereotyping equipment, a newspaper folder, an electric
addressing machine, and about 200 faces of type for advert
ising and headline use.
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CHANGES IN FRONT PAGE MAKE-UP are quite obvious
even to the casual observer. The first issue of a weekly
MSTC paper, published December 12, 1924, was entitled
The Bulletin, pictured at center left. Ten years saw a change
in name and masthead form in the January 12, 1934, issue
of the Western MiSTiC, center right.
A greater

use of pictures and an expansion to five columns are also
noticable in that issue as well as in the Foundation Day
edition of March 9, 1945, in the upper left corner. A more
modern masthead was also included on the later issue. Four
vears later, one can see (upper right corner) that the

present masthead was then being used. That copy is the
anniversary issue published five years ago. At lower center
is a recent issue of the MiSTiC which shows a direct con
trast to The Bulletin in the use of pictures, headlines, mast
head, and general make-up.
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From Reporters...

SPORT EDITOR, Pat Ferris sits in the center slot of the horseshoe desk in the
MiSTiC office. Other reporters writing up hot tips across the desk from Pat are Dick

Seal, DeLayne Riedberger, and Elaine Erkkila. The horseshoe desk has moved several
times before reaching its present position. It was purchased in 1932, two years after the
fire which destroyed Old Main and with it, all MiSTiC files.

During Thirty Years

Former Associate Editor Views
Beginnings of Weekly Newspaper
by Marie Sorknes
Editor's note: Miss Marie Sorknes,
division of professional education, was
associate editor of the MiSTiC in 1926.
The present staff of the paper asked her
to write an article for publication in
this, their anniversary edition.

Although The MiSTiC was start
ed as a weekly newspaper in De
cember, 1924, and named in March
1925, it was not until the following
September that a complete staff of
editors and reporters took over the
management of the paper, with Mr.
Harold Johnsrud faculty adviser.
Candidates for the positions of
editor-in-chief and associate editor
had to take a long written exami
nation on a Saturday morning
early in September (not many
chose to do so). Other members
of the staff were appointed by a
committee consisting of the faculty
adviser, the editor-in-chief, and the
associate editor.
In those days, no one received
college credit or pay for any type
of work done in connection with
the weekly paper. Students were
assured that the "experience would
be of inestimable value now and
during the years to come."
In the first issues of The MiSTiC,
there were five regular columns —
"The Training School"; "Music";
"The Book Shelf," for which the'
librarians were responsible; "MiS
TiCisms," a news column; and
"The Column," a humor section.
Athletics had no special place,
but numerous articles appeared on
the front page about the Peds,
the football, basketball, and track

teams. (The MiSTiC pointed out
periodically that Peds meant Peda
gogues, not Pedestrians.) Accord
ing to the copies of the paper on
file, the Peds often "were beaten
but peppy," but more often they
"gloried in victory."
As one looks over the enroll
ment figures for the fall quarter,
1925, one wonders how there could
be any kind of an athletic team to
be peppy though defeated, or to
glory. In the first-year class (the
term "freshman" came later), there
were 16 men and 270 women; in
the second-year class, 25 men and
212 women; and in the combined
third- and fourth-year classes, five
men and five women.
In the 1925-26 issues of the
paper, there are at least two refer
ences to the fact that men had
eaten in the Comstock dining hall.
Once a man's voice was heard, and
another time two men were seen
entering the dining hall just before
the "grace bell" was sounded.
Going home for two days was
newsworthy thirty years ago, for
travel was harder. The roads were
not black-topped; cars were few;
and Sunday bus and train service
were limited.
When a member of the faculty
purchased a car, he was accorded
space. At the time Miss Frick trad
ed in one car for another, quite
an article appeared titled "Exit
Lizzie. . . .Enter Lydia" and begin
ning "Flora Frick's Old Lizzie sings
her lament."
Some familiar names appear fre
quently. Adolph Reski (Bruce's

Increased MiSTiC Ads Show

father) received an ovation for his
part, D'Alenson, in the class play,
"Jeanne D'Arc." Ralph Iverson
(Rae's father) was elected Censor
of Delta Sigma (a men's organiza
tion) when the "Swedes over
whelmingly carried the election."
According to comments in "The
Column,"
humor
had passed
through the Stone Age, but one
wonders now what stage it was in
then. Here are some samples of
the "howlers." From the geography
department: Prof. B. "Have any of
you ever done anything to help
save our great forests?" Eager stu
dent, "Yes, I shot a woodpecker
once."
From play practice: Miss T.,
from the back of the auditorium,
"Mr. Wendell, I can't hear a word
you are saying." Mr. Wendell, "I
would advise you, then, to move
up a little closer."
If one can judge by the articles
and editorials in the first issues of
the paper and if one can trust one's
memory after all these years, stu
dents did take themselves serious
lyThey debated the child-labor
question, fought for a student
council, organized a League of
Women Voters, and discussed the
World Court.
Interesting to present college
students, they also proposed an
active campaign to raise funds for
a $10,000 stadium "not for our
selves but for our children and our
children's children."
Editor's

note:

stadium yet!"

"Wha'

hoppen'?

No

Evidence of Changing Times
by Elaine Erkkila
In its thirty years of extistence,
the Western MiSTiC has under
gone many changes. Some of the
most interesting (and at times, the
most amusing) are the varying ad
vertisements carried by the MiS
TiC during those thirty years. The
MiSTiC, or the Bulletin, as it was
known until 1926, did not carry
advertising of any sort during its
earliest years.
The September 24, 1926, issue
was the first to succumb to the lure
of advertising (ads mean money—
and they take up space).
The Home Bakery, "where
cleanliness reigns supreme," re
minded students that "Saturday is
Cream Puff Day," while inducing
them to "try the new chocolate
egg layers."
Kinney's announced a new line
of shoes, "Our highest price —
$4.98."
One of the most intriguing was
that of the Golden Maid Shoppe,
"The shop where sweetmeats of
Quality are served most daintily."
Screaming headlines proclaimed,
"Main Building Burns Sunday" in
the February 14, 1930, issue. Page
two carried this bit of verse ex
tolling the virtues of the Comstock
Cab Company.
"For_ safety's sake
A taxi take."
The State Theatre was featuring
A1 Jolson in "Mammy," while John
son's Pharmacy welcomed MS stu

dents and reminded them that
Johnson's was "the place where
you wait for your streetcar."
Typewriter service was available
at 10 cents per hour (after all
"teachers
prefer
typewritten
papers").
Some gems culled from the 1941
issues of the MiSTiC are as follows.
"For MSTC Coeds Only — Per
manent Wave $1.00 (regularly
$1.95)" at the New York Hairdressing Academy, Aunt Kate's
Dress Shop was featuring "silk,
suede, and treebark dresses at
$3.98." Aunt Kate neglected to ex
plain what treebark dresses were,
but at $3.98 who could quibble?
Dotty Dunn's ad pictured bean
ies (with a feather, not a propellor) at 69 cents each. Malchow's
Barber Shop proclaimed "Free to
every student with your next hair
cut at 35# bottle of hair root oil."
Knee length, weather proof coats
at $6.50 were to be found at
Straus-Esquire.
The war years with their ac
companying shortages brought a
reduction in the size of the MiS
TiC, and as a result, no ads.
After the war, the MiSTiC re
turned to its usual size, and ad
vertising resumed its place within
the MiSTiC.
Today, ads are still an import
ant part of the MiSTiC, but they
no longer tell MS students of the
virtues of the Golden Maid Shop
pe, $6.50 coats, or 35# haircuts.
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...to Layout...
College Coeds Overran School
During Manless War Years

AFTER COPY has been turned in by the reporters and has been linotyped at Melberg's Printing Company in
Moorhead, it is measured and placed on layout sheets by the editors, Betsy Robinson and Barbara Benson.
When all copy, pictures, and advertisements have been drawn on the sheets, headlines for each article are
written to fit the available space.

by Elaine Karlstrom
It's really interesting to scan
over some of the MiSTiC's which
were printed during the war years.
It seems that during September
of 1944 there was such a manshortage, due to the war, that there
were no active sports for boys —
thus girls' sports were emphasized
— sounds like fun, huh? Ahh — I
can see it all now — "Dragonnetts Top Cobberetts — 102-12."
The man-shortage also showed
up in the class officer and Who's
Who lists. There was only one boy
as a class officer and one boy ap
pear on the Who's Who.. . .tilings
have changed!
Two boys appeared on the edi
torial staff of the MiSTiC in 1944.
This number increased to five in
1945, not very many compared to
now.
The choir was an all-girl organ
ization and the band had five male
members.
A "Code for Co-eds" was print
ed in one edition of the paper. It
contained such items as. . ."slacks
and loose shirts are right for pick

ing potatoes, sweaters and skirts for
the classroom, best dresses for Sunday-including Sunday supper in
the dormitory. Use make-up dis
creetly — apply lip-stick neatly —
doors in the dorm aren't slammed,
midnight fun is not expressed in
hysterical shrieks and wild laught
er. ..
News from the battle front fre
quented the pages of the MiSTiC
in the form of a "Following the
Boys" column of leters from ser
vicemen who were former MSTC
students. "Killed In Action," "Miss
ing In Action," "In Memoriam,"
and messages to servicemen added
a sad touch to the pages of the
paper.
In one of the 1944 publications
a "Women At War" column con
taining the names of girls serving
in the armed forces appeared.
After having looked through the
issues of the MiSTiC during the
war years we've come to the con
clusion that there have certain
ly been a lot of changes — oh, well
— it was a "Woman's World!"

The Ferris Wheel

Reports Changes From Peds to Dragons
by Pat Ferris
Since 1925 the Moorhead State
Teachers college has provided
school papers for its students that
have been full of sports coverage
embracing every topic under the
sun — and here is this writer's
attempt to present some of this
material that has come to us out of
the past.
According to a 1925 issue, the
Ped (later named the Dragons)
grid-men were not able to crack
through the Fargo high line in a
scrimmage. The teams are either
tougher today or the high schools
are weaker.
During this same season Moor
head business men helped to make
the homecoming floats for the col
lege. Now they stand on Center
Avenue and watch them pass by.
While this '25 squad was prac
ticing, coach Nemzek asked his
charges the definition of a "tripple
threats." Some stooge replied,
"Wine, women and song." Times
haven't changed much have they?
« « «

first down, while Jamestown com
piled five first
downs, mainly by
penalties, without scoring a point."
This would have been good chowdown material for Ripley, but Rukivina wasn't around then.
O O «

The baseball team in 1929 was
a far cry from today's Steve Gor
man League Championship teams.
Because of the small number out
for the sport in 1929, the Dragon
baseball team didn't play any
scheduled games. It devoted most
of its interests to intramural con
tests. The growth of baseball at
MSTC is evident; last spring there
were so many players out that men
who could make any team in the
conference were cut because they
were understudies to an old pro.
A 1933 MiSTiC sports page in
dicates that women played hockey
at MS during that eyar, but dear
Mother Nature made some chang
es to the gals' plans: "Because of
the weather, the hockey teams are
continuing to have spell-downs on
the rules of the game to determine
the winners of the tournament."
Clara Jorgenson's team won the
event. It would be novel to see
Larry MacLeod's boys lined up
with the Concordians for a spell
down, wouldn't it?
"Stretch" Aho gives us an in
teresting football item in his col
umn, Sideline Slants, in a 1936
issue of the school paper. It seems
that "the Dragons made five
touchdowns in the first half against
Jamestown without registering a

Ping pong was a big thing at
this school in 1949. Clayton Lee
tells us that: "After an absence of
over a year, table tennis is again
being played at MSTC. Several oc
cupants of MacLean basement
apartments decided to set up a
table in the hallway of their hum
ble abode, and it has been busy
almost continually ever since, even
into the wee hours of the night."
(So late, in fact, that the basement
residents are threatening to begin
enforcing an 11 o'clock curfew.)
Whist and studies seems to have
pushed this sport aside at the pre
sent because there are two tables
that are never used at Ballard to
day.
During 1949 additional bleach
ers and a scoreboard were erected
around the playing field. In this
same
year
in
the
column
"Squeaky's Back" we are informed
that we will never here these
people say:
Dr. Snarr: "We would like to in
vite all our friends across the
cemetery to our homecoming ball."
Dr. King: "Anybody who men
tions sex in life science will be ex
pelled."
Miss Kivi: "Of all the books in
the library, 'Origin of the Species'
seems to best explain the behavior

In the spring of '37 Tony Bachinski tossed in a neat left jab at
Concordia in Sideline Slants:
"Well, the men's faculty didn't do
so bad in the Men's Faculty Vol
leyball Tournament. It took only
four of MSTC's faculty members
to beat a Cobber faculty team of
six men." What has happened to
this ancient inter-school battle, no
one knows.
To accommodate
youngsters
under the age of 12 in 1939 it was
decided to have a Kid's Day at
Memorial Field in which they
could see the football game free.
They were to occupy the south
stands. It turned out to be a fine
gesture, but the bleachers were as
empty as the girls' dormitories on
week-ends.
O O «

of students here." — was Squeak
right, upperclassmen?
o o o
This department is inclined to
think that the last three sports edi
tors of the MiSTiC are egotists.
Russ Tall, a short fellow in stature,

close the title, "Tall Tales" for his
column. Don Short followed him.
Don was the tallest man in the
school around '50, towering over
six feet. He wrote "Short Stories."
This department has added its last
name to the title of a column to

bring to an end the cycle of last
names as column heads.
A closing definition by Keith
Olson (stolen from his Through
the Keyhole column of '53):
Strongman's breakfast: a steak, a
bulldog, and a bottle of bourbon.
The bulldog eats the steak.

LAYOUT SHEETS for each page of the paper are then sent to the print shop in the basement of Weld hall
where the paper is put together. Here Les Kertdher an d George Pearson are making up headlines in the various
type faces specified by the editors.
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...to Composing Table...

Choir Visits Russia
On Performance Tour
by Doris Dragon

WHILE THE HEADLINES are being set up, the compositors are busy at the composing table where the
body type, cuts for pictures, advertisements, and headlines are placed in the chase. Don Anderson and Gary
Schmidtke are pictured placing copy and cuts into place.

Thirty years of MiSTiC history
have breezed by. Words, spoken
and written, have given us a vivid
account of what has passed, but
only predictions can give us any
idea of the future.
The time is December — 1984!
The Western MiSTiC of Moorhead has become the largest cir
culating paper in the world, with
a working staff of 9,777 students.
All staff members are paid extreme
ly good salaries and traveling ex
penses (travel expenses are needed
due to the great size of the eampus).
Internationally read, the MiSTiC
is printed in 63 languages. Renown
first came to the MiSTiC when the
persistent circulation staff found
a weak spot in the Iron Curtain
and sent a steady stream of the
paper into those countries.
Due to the break down of the
Iron Curtain, a greater number of
foreign students now attend MS
TC, especially Russians.
Every year thousands of people
are begging to be admitted to the
college. Only students with a B
average are accepted, and on the
condition that they bring their
average up to an A by the end of
the second quarter.
With the increase in enrollment,
there was also a ratio change, two
single men to one single woman.

The 250 voice choir travels to
Russia each quarter for public
performances. Several of the MS
jet planes are used for traveling.
The president atends as many of
the weekly practices as possible.
Music has again taken first place in
the White House — above golf.
Dragon Terrace now includes all
of the Moorhead area of 1954.
Non-college people had to move
out to the Moorhead suburbs of
Fergus Falls, Detroit Lakes and
Wahpeton.
Parking conditions have become
much improved since the campus
to the west of MSTC was moved to
a new location across the river.
The area is now used for thirty
new elevated garages for the Cadil
lacs and helicopters of MS stu
dents.
Six new women's dormitories
have been built, fashioned after
the Waldorf Astoria, with several
improvements.
Comstock dining hall is still
under the direction of Mrs. Greene,
who still turns out fourteen differ
ent salads each week. During the
past thirty years she has never
missed serving weekly smorgasborgs.
Sounds fantastic, doesn't it?
Could it happen? Your prediction
is as good as mine.

Thirty-Four MiSTiC Editors Seen in Different Occupations
Editors come and editors go. In
a period of 30 years 34 people
have been editors of the MiSTiC.
Of these 34, sixteen have been
women and nineteen have been
men.
Who are the thirtv-four editors
and what are they doing? Former
editors of the MiSTiC are scattered
over a large territory. They have
entered many fields, with only a
few remaining in the field of jour
nalism.
The MiSTiC's predecessor, the
"Bulletin" was edited by Irene
Felde. A staff of six students pub
lished the "Bulletin."
Successor to Irene Felde was
Theodore Wentke who edited the
MiSTiC for the first half of the
1925-26 school year. Margaret Maland was editor in 1926. She is
now a teacher of the fourth grade
in the public schools in Juneau,
Alaska.
The next co-editors were Harriet
Morgan and Alfred Tollefson. The
latter was killed while mountain
climbing in the west. Harold Sand
became MiSTiC editor in 1927.
His successor, Florence Gregorson,
lives in Fargo.
Francis Bordsen, who edited the
MiSTiC in 1928, is one of the few
who continued in journalism. He is
now with the Associated Press in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and also
writes radio scripts.
In 1929-30, Dan McCoy was
editor. In spite of the Old Main
fire one Sunday in February, 1930,
the MiSTiC came out on schedule
the next Friday morning. McCoy is
now vice-president of the Interna
tional Silver Company.
Donald E. Bird became editor
after Dan McCoy. He is now on
the teaching staff at Stephens col
lege, Columbia. Missouri.
The following year, our own Dr.
Clarence (Soc) Glasrud edited
the MiSTiC. On graduating from
MSTC, he taught in Pelican Ra
pids, Lake City, and and Mankato.
In 1947 Glasrud returned to his
alma mater as publications adviser.
He now is director of the division
of language ar.d literature.
Axel Tallin, who is now a hard
ware merchant in Fosston, Minne
sota, was the editor in 1932-33. He

was succeeded by Verne B. Lewis.
Lewis was the first of five MSTC
graduates to receive a fellowship
to the University of Minnesota
school of public administration.
He is now employed as an ad
ministrator of the budget depart
ment in the atomic research de
velopment in Richland, Washing
ton.
In 19.35, Maynard Tweet became
editor. He is now teaching in the
Leslie Junior high school in Salem,
Oregon. Clarence Eskildseon, an
other scholarship winner, became
editor in 1936. He is now located
in Washington, D. C.
Kenneth Christianson, MiSTiC
editor in 1937, taught at Ohio
State college and is now in At
lantic, Georgia. The 1938 MiSTiC
editor, Donald Tescher, is director
of the community theater in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa. At one time he
taught at Kenyon college, Gamgier,
Ohio; Brooklyn college, New
York; and acted with the Princetown players.
Carol Raff Coughlin, who was a
high school journalism student un
der the direction of Margaret Maland '26, became editor in 1939.
She is now teaching in Harrisburg, Pennsyvania.
In 1940, Ed Verreau became
editor. He was succeeded by Neoma Nelson Plath, who now lives
in Missoula, Montana. In 1942
Florence Felde Beutler edited the
paper. She. now resides in New
Castle, Delware.
Bernadine Tivis Lohden was
editor in 1943 and is now publisher
with her husband of the Clinton,
N. Y., Courier-Weekly. Before her
marriage she was a staff writer for
Newsweek magazine.
Jean Rutkowski Stephenson and
Betty Ann Fritzke were co-editors
in 1944. Mrs. Stephenson is the
wife of a stock-broker and resides
in Altedena, California. Betty Ann
Fritzke is now in New York.
In 1945, Lois Cornell was named
editor. At one time she was super
vising publications at Union high
school, Live Oak, California. She
is now conselor in the San Jose
public schools in California.
Eloise Rutkowski, sister of ejan
Rutkowski Stephenson, '44, became

editor of the MiSTiC in 1946. She
is now teaching in Wyoming. Her
successor was Orville Austin who
did graduate work at the Univer
sity of Minnesota and is now in
California.
Editor in 1947-48 was Charles
Backstrom. Backstrom was once
an instructor and publications ad
visor at Moorhead high school. He
is now completing his doctorate in
political science at the University
of Wisconsin.
Howard
Binford
succeeded
Backstrom as editor in 1948-49.

Binford was once the MSTC public
relations director, and later work
ed for the Moorhead Daily News.
He is now sales manager of the
Rusco Window Company in Moor
head.
Bill Hannaher, editor of the
MiSTiC in 1949-50 is in the army
and at present is stationed at Fort
Bragg, North Carolina. 1950-51
editor, Kenneth Pitchford is also
in the army.
In 1952, Duane Scribner was
editor of the MiSTiC. Last year he
did graduate work at the Univer

WHEN ALL THE VARIOUS MATERIALS are '
are loose, they are tightened by putting in extra lea^L
the chase is placed in the press A headline is beintr
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sity of Minnesota. He is now a
member of the "Globe" staff in
Worthington, Minnesota. Scribner
expects to go into the army around
the first of the year.
Gene Sullivan, 1952-53 editor, is
now a second lieutenant in the
marine corps. He is stationed in
Quantico, Virginia.
Shereen Erickson became editor
in 1953-54. Sbe is now employed
by the Western Newspaper Union
in Fargo, North Dakota. Betsy Ro
binson is the present MiSTiC edi
tor.
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...to Printing Press...

THEN COMES THE FINAL PRODUCT off the press. Printer Bob Utke (feeding papers
into the press) or A1 Cogswell run off sample copies which are checked by the editors
and the printer for headline and other errors in copy placement. When errors are cor-

rected, printing starts in earnest on the press, a Miehle "pony" machine purchased in
1940 to replace the older, smaller, and slower Campbell press that had been used since
1922.

Two Former Editors Write Congratulations, Give Views
LETTER TO THE EDITORS:
To me, the fact that the MiSTiC
is 30 years old is not nearly so
important as the tradition which
has developed around it during
those 30 years. This tradition is
easily stated: the MiSTiC has been
striving to become a good student
newspaper.
This tradition has a variety of
meanings. It means that the MiS
TiC must of necessity be some
what amateurish, for its staff con
sists of amateurs from editor to
printer, and no staff can produce
beyond its limitations.
There will inevitably be errors
of fact or judgment in such a news
paper, whether they be committed
in the editorial sanctum, on the
copyreading desk, in the work of
the reporter, or in the shop where
the newspaper is printed.
There will be a degree of in
efficiency in the production of such
a newspaper, because of lack of
knowledge or lack of maturity on
the part of members of its staff.
There will be inconsistency,
perhaps in relatively minor jnatters
of style, in more important matters
of coverage, or in the still more
important and potentially explo
sive matter of editorial point of
view.
There will be friction, perhaps
within the staff and almost certain
ly between staff members and stu
dents or faculty members.
All of these are symptoms of a
lack of perfection. They are bound

to be disturbing to those who
seek absolute perfection. They also
will trouble those who do not de
mand perfection but are able to re
cognize mistakes and lament them
because they are mistakes.
It is somewhat consoling to re
member, however, that one who
starts at the top has no direction
to go except down. The very best
he can hope for is stagnation.
This is the advantage a student
newspaper has, and I think it over
comes all the disadvantages of its
lack of perfection. If a student
newspaper is moving up, if its staff
members are becoming better stu
dent newspapermen,—if, in other
words, the students who produce
the paper are learning — then it is
no sin to be imperfect.
After all, if a perfect product
is the goal, a professional staff is
the easiest means to that goal. Such
a production can be consistent, ef
ficient, and very nearly errorless.
There is one. thing it cannot be,
however. It cannot be an instru
ment of practical education. This
is the very thing a student news
paper must be.
This does not mean that the
MiSTiC cannot ever be criticized.
It must be criticized, for other
wise it cannot improve, and then
it is not an instrument of education
either. There is no easy answer, for
the staff of a student newspaper
is made up of students, and they
are there to be educated. Educa
tion is not an easy process.

This is the noteworthy thing
about the 30th anniversary of the
MiSTiC — that it has, during those
years, become a student newspaper
with all of the faults and all of the
merits which are part of such a
production.
My congratulations to the MiS
Tic on its 30th birthday. May it
continue to be a student newspaper
for many times 30 more years!
Duane Scribner
Editor, 1951-52
LETTER TO THE EDITORS:
Each person who has concerned

himself with the work of the
MiSTiC has had his own special
dreams and goals for it, but be
hind them all was one dominating
motive — to preserve the integrity
and individuality of the college
newspaper.
With this in mind, may I pro
pose a toast in printers' ink to the
Western MiSTiC on the 30th an
niversary of its founding with due
respect to the thousands of hours
of planning, preparation, and print
ing and to the many people whose
time and ingenuity have perpet

rated the MiSTiC tradition during
those years since the first news
paper was circulated on the cam
pus.
May the coming years pay hom
age to those past by developing
and extending the influence and
services of the MiSTiC with the
growth of the college, and may the
words "student written and edited"
^always remain in its name-plate
as its greatest honor and tribute.
Congratulations,
Shereen Erickson
Editor, 1953-54

April Fool Editions of Paper
First Published Back In 1926
by June Johnson
The MiSTiC staff away back in
1926 decided to have a field day
in publications on April Fool's Day.
It was so much fun throwing out
style-sheets and changing facts to
fantasy, that seldom has a staff
missed the opportunity since.
To illustrate what sort of things
happen, we broused through some
of the last April first papers.
In 1952 the Western MiSTake
came off the press with a scand
alizing story of bribery of the MS
basketball squad. President Snarry
was pictured signing a ban on
campus athletics. Sugar beets were

to be planted in the football field
and stored in the gymnasium.
According to the Mostly Wasted
of 1953, the MSTC concert band
made a nation-wide tour by TWA
Constellation. Believe it or not,
they played to a full house in Car
negie Hall 10 times!
Fantastic as it may seem, the
MS Vice Squad raided the Student
Center and arrested Mrs. Ransom
for dope peddling, and vice charg
es.
Worse yet, according to the
publication, President Snazzy ban
ned the approach of spring for
three months. And the students

were favorable, hailing the idea as
the "greatest idea in education
since the theories of John Dewey."
In 1954 all sorts or changes
were proposed in the Wasted
MiSTiCke. A student lounge and
rumpus room was to be originat
ed in between the stacks of the
library.
These headlines glared forth:
"Wheeler Vestibule Will Have
Neon Lights and Time Keeper."
There was some talk about the
Alpha Beta Gamma Pi Psi Owl
fraternity being the ideal fraternity
for all socially-minded, idle young
people.
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...to Circulation Staff
MiSTiC Has Been
Mailed To Ethiopia
by Jo Anne Baugh
Within the past 30 years, cir
culation of the Western MiSTiC
has reached out to include towns
towns as far away as Addis Ababa,
Etheopia, and publication has in
creased from less than 1,000 cop
ies to about 2,300.
When the Normal Red Letter,
the first college paper, came out
its circulation covered only the
students at MSTC and a few hand
addressed copies which were sent
to alumni and other schools.
Today, because of added equip
ment, the MiSTiC has been sent
to over 30 states, Hawaii, Alaska,
England, Etheopia, and the pro
vinces of Ontario and Manitoba in
Canada.
In the pioneer days of the paper,
the issues which were sent out
were hand addressed.
When the policy of sending out
papers to the student's parents was
adopted, an address-o-graph ma
chine was used to speed up the

process.
During World War II, the ma
chine broke down and parts were
not available. Staff members then
typed the names and addresses on
small slips of paper which were
put on the MiSTiCs.
In 1947, an improvement to this
system, a "Mustang mailer" was
made available for use.
In that year, the MiSTiC's publi
cation reached an "all time high"
of 1,000 copies weekly, but within
the last eight years the publication
has more than doubled itself. Be
cause of this increase, and Elliott
addressing machine was purchased
by the Aiumni Association in the
fall of 1949.This machine was operated by
foot and enabled the circulation
staff to sped up the process of ad
dressing the weekly papers.
Today, with a circulation of
about 2,300 papers and over 2,200
miles, the Elliott machine is still in
THE NEWSPAPER FOLDER, also housed in the basement of Weld hall, is another timesaver. Before its in
stallation, a group of students (mostly girls) worked a great share of the night just folding the papers by hand.
Now the center insert pages and finished outside pages are folded easily by machine. Pictured using the
machine are Bob Utke and Gary Schmidtke.

Dr. Murray Recalls Past Events;

Unending Drama of MSTC Unfolds in Paper
by Byron D. Murray
In February, 1946, when the
GI's were coming back in everincreasing numbers and restoring
the College to something like its
normal life, I wrote a feature en
titled "The Unending Drama of
MSTC."
Many in the student body then
were new to the campus, and we
felt a little background on interest
ing events which had happened
here would be a kind of orienta
tion to some of our traditions —
where we got the name "Dragons,"
for example; what happened in
the great fire of 1950; the Army
Air Corps days of World War II,
and so forth.
Still more interesting things have
happened on the campus since
1946, and the MiSTiC staff has
suggested that I bring the feature

up to date.
There is little opportunity in this
kind of feature to refer to the work
of inspiring teachers in the class
room, or of administrators who
keep the machinery working, or of
scholarly and professional attain
ments of faculty and alumni. Em
phasis is upon personalities, chief
ly students, as recorded in the
MiSTiC.
o o o
1926—The finest
Petruchio I
have ever seen: Frank Nemzek
strutting the Weld Hall stage and
taming the "shrew" in the Shake
spearean play of that name direct
ed by Miss Tainter. Frank still lives
in Moorhead, is a brother to
"Sliv" Nemzek, former Dragon
coach, and uncle to Ted Nemzek,
now in college. Miss Tainter retir
ed last June, and lives opposite the

campus on Eleventh street.
1927—Ole R. Sande (now of
US Department of Education)
telling stories in his inimitable
Norwegian brogue at Schoolmast
ers Study Club. Mr. Sande was
brought back for the 1948 alumni
banquet as speaker.
1927—Arlo Baldwin throwing a
low block so hard at a Wahpeton
ball carrier that the latter turned
a complete somersault in the air.
Other stars of the '27 team includ
ed Albert Zech, Claude Nemzek,
Hfaimer (Jelly) Erickson, and
Ralph Smith. Zech i snow assistant
dean of men at USC; Nemzek,
dean of education at Detroit U;
Erickson, coach at Bemidji TC;
and. Smith, director of the com
munity chest at Albany, N. Y.
1928—The magnificent voice of
Walter Hampden as "Cyrano"

when MSTC students and faculty
visited the old Orpheum in Fargo.
1929—The appearance of the
first Homecoming queen, Dorothy
Hoel, who made the rotogravure
section of the Twin City papers
two weeks in succession; watching
miniature MiSTiC's coming off the
press as the journalism float rolled
along in the parade. (The Schol
astic Editor carried a page feature
on the stunt).
1929—Bill Robinson's swift pivot
and high-looping "swisher" shot
from the center circle against the
Cobbers, one of nine field goals
this Montana star netted in his first
game for MSTC. Other Montana
athletes and presidents of the Com
mission included Henry Booher,
new of the ROTC staff at Min
nesota, and Chester Gilpin, super
intendent of Orange County, Cali
fornia.
1929—Edward Skjonsby, bari
tone of the original Double Male
Quartet, in white tie and tails,
singing the prologue from Pagliacci. The Quartet was in demand for
conventions, traveled to Chicago to
sing for WLS, and several of its
members later directed school and
college choirs: Dwight, Sherwood
at Tracy and Grand Forks; Bob
Walls at Oregon State; Larry Pet
erson at Long Beach State. Reuben
Parson
teaches geography at
Kentucky.
1929—Mr. Ballard, "dean" of the
faculty, convulsing the literary
society banquet with his story of
how he managed his college board
ing house. It is for him that Ballard
Hall is named.
1930 (Feb. 9)—The fire that was
too big for all the Fargo-Moorhead
equipment: MSTC's Old Main and
all attached structures going up in
flames, with thousands of onlook
ers trying to help or give advice.
Dan McCoy, editor of the MiSTiC,
was on the fob with his camera,
and also Dr. C. P. Acher (now
University of Minnesota) with his
movie camera. Student prexy Orvin Richardson (now Washington
U) recalls that bystanders carried
out potted plants in the excitement
and set them catefully in snow
banks!
ST LAP ON ITS LONG JOURNEY is to the circulation staff. Here Joan Hallett, business manager,
(Feb. 10)—The dramatic tense
Iresses papers on the address-o-graph machine in the MiSTiC office, while JoAnne Baugh packages papers
ness of the moment when President
j state and city groups for mailing. Individual card stencils are typed for each MiSTiC subscriber, another
MacLean stood before the wonder
or-saving device.

ing faculty in the biology lecture
room in Weld at 9 a.m. while
smoke was still rising from the
ruins of Old Main, the "Model"
school, and the heating plant -7and announced that classes would
be resumed in one week. (They
were). The MiSTiC came out Fri
day the 14th as usual, with pictur
es of the fire, though the publica
tions office was destroyed.
1930—Watching the
Dragon
football squad of the next fall come
roaring up and out of the hole-inthe-ground temporary
dressing
room. It was Miss Frick who sug
gested the new name of Dragons,
fire-breathing creatures of mythical
tradition who lived in caves. Ap
propriately enough, this squad roll
ed up 218 points to 39; lost only
to NDAC (39-21), and it was on
ly NDAC who crossed the Dragon
goal line.
1931—The light from the Home
coming bonfire pep rally falling
upon the figure of Minnesota's
famous Governor Floyd B. Olson
as he promised the crowd that
MSTC would be rebuilt.
1931—Henri Verbrugghen's tri
umphant brass section in the Min
neapolis Symphony concert; and
his wild glare over his shoulder
and smothered imprecation as his
baton struck the light shade be
hind the podium in Weld Hall.
1931—The disruption of con
vocation upon the entrance of Miss
Maude Hayes, who advanced to
the front of the room wildly waving
a telegram: MSTC had been grant
ed a chapter of Sigma Tau Delta,
national English fraternity.
1931—Mrs. Kise's beautiful con
tralto rendering of "Fairest Lord
Jesus" with the audience joining in
under Mr. Preston's direction at
convocation.
1932—The voice of Lyman Bringgold as Hamlet, whose whisper
could be heard in the back of Weld
balcony. Another of Miss Tainter's
plays.
1932—The opening whistle: de
dication night for the new gym
nasium — NDU's gaint Ted Meinhover (now coach at Perham)
shading Cliff Rasmussen, six-four
Dragon center.
1933—Clarence Glassrud (then a
senior) presiding with all the
. . . continued on page eight
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Reporter Sees, Hears, And Reveals All To Readers
by DeLayne Riedberger
Everyone has one! One what?
One unforgetable experience! This
reporter will never forget the
night she spent in the print shop.
Besides one ignorant reporter,
there were two other girls and six
men who were all busy putting the
MiSTiC "to bed." (That means
printing the paper.)
What happens when the print
ing crew and the editors stay up
all night to print the paper? That
is exactly what your reporter want

A fascinating thing to watch is
the work which centers around the
composing table. This is the table
where the MiSTiC really begins to
come to life.
Under the direction of the edi
tors, the compositors put together
in forms all the individual parts
of the paper. What once looked

ed to find out, so she wangled an
invitation out of the editors to visit
the print shop.
It was a very exciting and inter
esting experience. Not only do
you learn the tricks of the trade,
you also learn a lot about news
paper people, especially printers.
As a visitor, this reporter was al
lowed to bring food to feed the
gang. What an honor! It didn't
take long to discover that as soon
as you mention the word "food"
in front of the crew, the first thing

you must do is step aside.
If you don't you may have to
be scraped off the floor after the
minor stampede occurs. Those men
are hungry all the time! Although
everyone is busy making themselv
es useful, they are never too busy
to eat.
A sense of humor and the ability
to crack a joke just when a ma
chine breaks down are absolute es
sentials. As the wee hours of morn
ing approach everyone is at their
worst. It is the laughter and the
humorous events which keep the
crew from going stark raving mad.
The graveyard gang treats a
guest royally. They go so far as
letting a visitor eat the crumbs
which remain in the paper bag
after the sandwiches and cookies
are consumed.
Ignorant to all facts concerning
the funny-looking machines which
are used in the shop, it was fun to
snoop around, peeking in this and
that hole and asking question after
question.
In order to answer the many
questions which were asked, the
crew provided a guide to conduct
a tour of the shop. Each funny
looking machine was explained in
a reporter's language.

The MiSTiC has had its linotyp
ing done uptown since 1951 when
the linotype broke down. Repairs
for such a machine are expensive
and it was felt that it wasn't worth
repairing. The MiSTiC is student
printed except for the linotyping.

like a mad scramble of headline
type, body type, cuts, and advert
isements, is now arranged in next
order.
Before your eyes each page of
the MiSTiC is created. As each
form is completed, it is securely
locked and moved to the printing
press in the adjoining room.

The pampered "darling" of all
machines is the Miehle printing
press. It can be compared to a
woman — stubborn, refuses to work
overtime, and always causing a
commotion.
From this room, which houses
the press, anything can and does
happen. In order to start the press
rolling, adjustments of all sorts
are made. When the switch is fin
ally turned on, it is only after a lot

In a corner of the room is a
wooden stand which contains the
different sizes and kinds of head
line type. What a revoltin' de
velopment that is! It is amazing
how anyone knows what to look
for in that pile of confusion. It
was interesting to snoop around
though and try to figure out the
size and name of each kind of
fype.
The guide which conducted the
tour seemed to know what he was
talking about as he rattled off
words such as stymie, sans serif,
bold face, light face, 18 point, 36
point, Italian style and Gothic
style.
Headline type is also kept in a
more orderly fasion in long draw
ers which are labeled according to
the size and kind of type. Since
headlines are an important part of
every paper, it was rather fun
learning how to recognize one type
of headline from another.

One of the first things which
caught this reporter's eye was the
linotype machine. It was rather
dusty looking and very much out
of place in the shop as it was the
opl^ thing which had the unused

Throughout the entire process of
putting the MiSTiC "to bed"
everyone is talking, laughing, or
complaining about something. Around midnight, someone dashes
out for malts while another person
digs up a bag of sandwiches or
cookies.
About 3 o'clock in the morning
everyone is in a silly mood. Well,
almost everyone. . . .By this time,
faces are covered with smudges of
printers' ink. Black circles appear
under the eyes which are slowly
closing.
Now is when one's true person
ality is revealed. It is astonishing
what people will do! Since the visit
to the print shop, this reporter
has been referring to a psychology
book hoping to find out what mak
es people to the things they do.
For instance, what makes an
editor do the Charleston to Mombo
music? What kind of a reaction is
that?

That's not the only strange
thing which happens. One of the
men tries to smoke a cigar and eat
a cookie at the same time. Another
is snoring peacefully on the com
posing table. Another one is toss
ing pieces of wood around.
The women are giggling uncon
trollably and pester everyone by
trying to sing. Everyone is tired
and shows it.
As time goes on, the cigar smok
er is turning a bright green. The
poor fellow who is trying to take
a cat nap is rudely awakened by
the hectic warbling of the wo
men.
A couple of the men faithfully
stand by coaxing the press to keep
moving. By this time everyone is
singing "Sweet Adeline"
and
"Shine On Harvest Moon."
As four o'clock bells chime, the
men have resorted to telling the
women to be quiet and the women
keep right on singing. Around this
time the final run is being made.
After checking the paper for light
spots and dark blotches, the editors
wearily climb the steps. If they
hurry they can make it to bed

of clanks, groans, and wheezes on
the part of both the press and the
crew, that the thing finally begans
to breath.
As your reporter watched the
press print paper after paper, she
spotted a flame. Eeeeeek! Fire!
About ready to make a dash for the
door, someone grabbed her by the
shoulder - and yelled, "Keep your
shirt on, it's only a little fire."
Whew! There really must have

by 5 and have 2 hours of glorious
sleep.
The crew is greatly relieved to
rid themselves of the weaker sex
and continue to hold the fort down.
They remain until the papers are
run off and ready to be distribut
ed in the PO boxes.
Between 6 and 7 in the morning
they meet their deadline. They
have never failed to meet a dead
line in the 30 years the paper has
been printed. What a record!
The members of the graveyard

been a hot story in that paper!
This was only one of die minor
tragedies which occured. Papers
wound around the roller, ink didn't
print dark enough and a cut of the
picture had to be raised.
Once a form is ready for thp
press, the machine is in constant
use until all of the pages have been
run off. No wonder it refuses to
run steadily and coughs and sput
ters every once in awhile!

gang can now take time to wash
their faces, toss on a clean shirt,
eat breakfast and go to class. The
only thing which saves them in
class is that they have learned to
sleep without snoring.
Some of
them can even sleep with their
eyes open.
The life of a member of the
printing crew is not a life many of
us would envy. Spending one night
in the print shop is fun and the one
is what makes it unforgetable.
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Dr. Murray Recalls Past Events—
. . . continued from page six

1936—The statuesque figure of
FDR as he emerged from the back
platform of his train to greet the
thousands who lined the tracks.
(MSTC declared a half holiday,
and everyone was there).

aplomb of a Franklin D. Roosevelt
over the Model League of Nations
assembly in the gymnasium, with
delegates from the University of
Minnesota, NDU, and nine other
colleges.

1937—The beautiful chimes of
the organ in the hands of Lawrence
Norin as the convocation proces
sional was concluded; the unforgetable performance of "Rhapsody in
Blue" with Lawrence at the organ
and Eleanor Neshem Parsons at
the grand piano. (The Parsons are
now at the University of Michi
gan).

1933—Director Stannard and the
US Army band in a national broad
cast, dedicating "Intrepidus" to the
Dragons and to its composer, Dr.
A. M. Christensen, founder of the
College band (now at Long Beach
State).

1934—Mrs. Kise as "Carmen"
and Louise Murray (Headland)
taking honors away from imported
Minneapolis singers in the Legionsponsored opera in Weld Hall.
1934—The trumpet duet of Jules
Herman and Reynold Christensen
at the annual band concert.
1934—Suave "Fritz" Crisler,
Michigan's famous coach, explain
ing football strategy on Memorial
Field at the MSTC summer coach
ing school.
1934—(Effect of above?) The
dark strategy of Ross Stephens,
Walt Scheela, Milton Hollister, and
Julian Bferkness which won the allimportant point after touchdown
to defeat NDAC and its All-Ameican Fritzie Hanson, 13-12; the delierious full-page story of the game
in the Moorhead News by Dick
Hachenberg (now of the Chicago
Sun). Six of the eleven on the AllConference first team were Dragon!

1934—Cecil Veitch receiving
word that his 1934 Dragon had
won an Ail-American award; Signe
Olson (Eskildsen) repeating his
success in 1935.
1935—Poetry of motion: Eugene
Ormandy conducting the Minne
apolis Symphony in "Tales of the
Vienna Woods."
1935—Lew Sarett in his poetry
recital in Weld Hall, visiting with
him at a convention in St. Louis a
year later.
1935—The thrill of hearing Mr.
Preston (head of music depart
ment) in a solo from Radio City
over NBC while he was on tour
with the Amphion Chorus. He is
now at Pacific University.
1936—Melvin Wedul's imperson
ation of Will Rogers before the
political rally at MSTC. Melvin is
now principal of the Winona STC
campus school.

1936—Introducing John G. Neihardt for a recital from his epic
poems.

1937—The wizardry of Bill Burke
as his twinkling legs disappeared
down the field and over the goal
line (sports writers here thought
he was "Big Ten" caliber). Bill
coached at Tracy under Mr. Sorenson and is now Dr. Burke of the
physical education department at
Iowa U.
1937—Louis Untermeyer, famous
poet-anthologist, looking over the
campus and calling it one of Am
erica's most beautifully designed;
hearing him laugh over the coffee
cups at the map, "The New York
er's Idea of the U. S."

1937—The three Murray sisters
from Wadena singing "Paris in
the Spring" at convocation — to
bring down the house.
1937—Alf Richards (a senior)
memorable and compelling as the
professor in "The Soul of the Pro
fessor" performed before the re
gional convention of Sigma Tau
Delta.
1938—Betty Trace singing "In
Italy" in convocation; Ruth Horien
as Emily in the poignant last scene
of "Our Town."
1939—The haunting duet "Cri
cket on the Hearth" from the oper
etta "Sweethearts" staged for the
January Jublee, sung by Renhold
Utke and Margere Aamodt.
1940—The Euterpe Christmas
concert with Meda Westberg
(Francine of radio fame) then a
student at MS — one of the series
of notable Christmas concerts by
the organization under Miss Wenck's direction.

1940—James Melton hobnobbing
with MSTC choir men backstage
at the armory after his concert.
1941—The perfection of Mr. McGarrity's clarinet solos;, and the
brilliant performances of his pupils
Janice Christensen and Elburn
Cooper. Mr. McGarrity is now at
Long Beach State.
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1941—The North Coast Limited
pulling out of the station with
Moorhead's ' Battery F, Captain
(later Lt. Col.) Nemzek, and half
of MSTC's men aboard (and most
of the College watching).

and Bernice Gunderson (Binford).

1941—News that the transplated Dragon football team, playing
for Camp Haan, had lost 13-7 to
UCLA.
1942—Douglas Murray's trom
bone in "Sweetheart of Sigma
Chi"; Monroe Balkenol's piano
compositon "Flamingo's Daugh
ters"; and Alf Westley's compostion for Shelley's "Music When
Soft Voices Die."
1942—The
smooth-functioning
cage team of Erickson, Nelson,
McGuire, Fielder, Deike, and Forseth which gave us more than a
point a minute in conference play.
(At the end of the year they too
were swept away into the service).
1943—The faculty poised in their
seats at faculty meeting as Presi
dent Snarr announced that the
346th Army Air Force college
training detachment would take
over most of the campus; the cam
pus; the cheers that arose when
convocation-goers came out just in
time to see the first detachment
marching into the gateway with
their duffle bags; the thrill of see
ing Sterling Hubbard and Gordon
Nohre (Commission president)
marching back with all the boys
from California, New Jersey, Mis
sissippi, and Kansas.

1949—The quiet graciousness
with which Miss Mabel Lumley re
ceived the tribute of a surprise
resentation of Literary Designs
y Don Bordsen at convocation. It
was dedicated to her upon her re
tirement after twenty-three years
as dean of women and teacher of
English.
1949—The thrill-packed DragonCobber game, reaching its peak
when John (Otto) Klug rebounded
from the first
Concordia touch
down by racing eighty-seven yards
for a counter.

1944—The rafters really swaying
in Weld auditorium as five hund
red men's voices roared out "Off
we go, zooming to meet their
thunder;" the sight of hundreds of
men swarming and dozens of foot
balls sailing over Memorial Field
on the sunny afternoons of Janu
ary, 1944; the overwhelmng odor
of five hundred pairs of new over
shoes lined up in the halls the
morning the first blizzard struck;
the roll of drums that woke up half
the town at 5:30 every morning;
the golden voice of Lt. McQueston
singing "By the Light of the Sil
very Moon" with the Dragon band
as accompaniment.

1944—Outstanding speaker: T.
M. Greene of Princeton discussing
"A Working Philosophy of Life."
1945—The screeching of timbers
as the ghost of "Mildew Hall" dis
appeared. Alumni-student built,
this unique structure was first a
temporary gymnasium, band room;
then a men's dorm; an army barber
shop; and finally, a war-time onion
storage bin perfuming the campus.
It stood between Weld and the
Campus School.
1946—The dramatic first
week
after Christmas vacation when so
many former students returned
from the servce; the double over
time game with Concordia, when
the Dragon awoke from war-tme
•lumber.
1946—The baseball classc of
MSTC history: the no-hit, no-run
game pitched • by Dragon great
"Buzz" Gray (later coach at Appleton), who struck out twenty-one
Concordia batters in seven innings
and batted in one of the two win
ning Dragon runs.

1947—News that the Dragon
track squad had won the confer
ence title for the first time (though
Mankato was expected to win
easily): Stan Murray's long sprint
at the end of the two-mile run to
.win the quadrangular event at Mo
orhead.
1947—Outstanding drama after
the war-lapse: Ruth Haarstick and
Howard Binford and a huge cast
in "Lady Precious Stream," a pro
duction by Mr. Erickson.
1948—The trumpet duet of Dr.
Harmon and Mrs. Harmon; the
movng speech of Dr. Ward Boyd
of Fargo, last of a series of opening
convocations he had featured; the
violin numbers of Vincent Puliciccio at the Homecoming coronation;
Mary Jo Weling's "White Christ
mas" and Alvin Ollenburger's
"Through the Years;" Dale Barnes
performance in "The Corn Is
Green," with Eloise Rutferwski

1948—The dynamic Frank Guerrara, Metropolitan Opera baritone,
who grew in stature and into the
mood of his song as he tapped the
piano before each number.
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1949—The bustle around the
halls as students and faculty bur
red to the auditorium to hear Gov
ernor Youngdahl; his sense of hum
or; the smile he gave MiSTiC
photographers as he left the plat
form.

1950—Year of the five queens on
the campus: Beverly Kopveler,
Detroit Lakes, "Miss Northwest;"
Betty Cable, MSTC Homecoming
queen; Donna Brossoit, "Miss
Thief River"; Delores Strock, Felton high school queen; Joyce Ledeboer, MSTC high queen.
1950—The singing of Donata
Arnhalt, soprano, in Haydn's Crea
tion, produced by the Choir under
Dr. Harmon; "worthy of a professonal" the MSTC said.
1950—Big Curt McCamy, jumping-jack center of the Dragons, as
sisted by Jimmy Gotta, Ken John
son, Roger Bagne, and Otto Klug,
toppling highly-favored Mankato
59-53, with Coach Domek carried
off the floor by the fans. This team
won the inter-city series over Con
cordia and NDAC.

1950—The murmur that ran over
the audience an the Band in its
final concert under Bertram Mc
Garrity gave its amazing rendition
of "Brazil."
1951—The universally appealing
performance of Patsy McHaney as
Mara in Miss Green's first play.
The finish displayed by the Dra
gon Masquers in their "Frankie
and Johnny" for the 1951 Songfest.

1951-52—Sebastian Kola-Bankole,
first Nigerian student on the cam
pus, arrives after a six-week trip
from his homeland to give the Col
lege its first real experience in intergroup relations. The Dragon
football team, on its way back
after lean seasons, surprises the
conference by winning the Home
coming game over a strong Wnona team.

1951-52—Donna Rae Pender's
pantomime in the Songfest; and
the prize-winning "By the Sea" act
by the Pi Mu Phi sorority.
1951-52—The punch supplied by
John Weston and the M-club in re
viving the traditional Dragon re
lays; the sight of M-men and fac
ulty men in dungarees re-making
the College track.
1951-52—Willard Snustad's last
recital, his "Deep River" and "Non
So Piu." Willard went to the Uni
versity of Iowa as a graduate stu
dent and became leading bass
soloist there.
1952-53—"To lose the earth you
know, for greater knowing; to lose
the life you have, for greater life;
to leave the friends you love, for
the minister in the funeral service
the minsiter in the funeral service
for Samuel G. Bridges, great teach
er MSTC 1921-52, in the moving
words so fittingly . chosen . from
Thomas Wolfe.

1952-53—Norm Pryzbilla spoil
ing St. Cloud's homecoming in the
last six minutes when he took their
kickoff and ran for the winning
touchdown; his repeat performance
in the first seconds of play at Win
ona's homecoming. Other dramatic
plays of the Cinderella champions:
slender but rugged Keith Olson
cracking the center of Bemidji for
a thirty-six yard touchdown; Har
old Sussenguth's twenty-two yard

end-around touchdown against
Mankato.
1952-53—Marcus Gordon, '36,
state department official in Spain
and Ethiopia, returns to the cam
pus to tell of his experiences. Mar
cus is one of five who have been
active in public administration
careers; Vern Lewis is budget didector of the Richland, Washing
ton atomic project; Clarence Es
kildsen and Art Holmaas have been
in the USDA.
1952-53—Rhoda Senechal as Gil
lian bewitching the audience in
"Bell, Book, and Candle" with
Duane Scribner also outstanding
in the last of his dramatic succes
ses.

1952-53—Jack Wilcox crossing
home plate to meet an ovation after
hitting a homerun to win his own
pitching duel with Severud of Con
cordia. The Dragons won the Gor
man trophy.
1953-54—Marv Olson's key block
for Ron Thompson's touchdown
after Ron caught a left-hand bullet
pass from Bob Thompson, in the
Valley City TC game. The Dragons
won over the N.D. champions 343. After a slow start, the 1953
team swept to five consecutive vic
tories. Former coach Nemzek said
they blocked and tackled like a
Big Ten team.
1953-54—The beautiful "Ave
Maria" sung by Mary Marquart in
the Euterpe Christmas concert.

1953-54—Dick Wicklund holding
audiences spellbound night after
night as "Everyman" in the holi
day performances of the F-M Com
munity players.
1953-54—Don Ellingson's tenor
"Stranger in Paradise" and "Secret
Love" in the Songfest; and the
AE's unearthly act "St. James In
firmary Blues."

1953-54— Finale of the basket
ball season: the victory over Wahpeton, N. D. champions, by the
brother combination of Torgersons
(John-Don) and of Johnsons (KenJim) and Roger Haire, who carried
the brunt of the finest cellar team
in Conference history. Unusually
conference opponents won, but on
ly in overtimes or in closing sec
onds.

1953-54—Year of the six queens
on the campus: Betty Deike (Fiemann) "Miss Northwest," 1952
and Moorhead's "Miss Universe,"
1954; Phyllis Hans, 1953 Home
coming queen; Lola Magnuson,
1952 Homecoming queen; Lois
Bjornson (Bekkerus) 1954 Greater
Moorhead queen; Donna Lindgren
(Johnson) 1953 Greater Moorhead
queen; Mrs. Dareld Hirschey, 1954
Twelfth Night queen.
1953-54—The general acclaim
for Jerry Sundet's Hawley high
school band and soloists when they
performed in Weld.
1953-54—The
brilliant "Echo
Waltz" trio number of Art Nix's
Band in the spring concert: Wil
liam Nelson, Kenneth Larson, Dr.
Harmon.

1953-54 — Championship plus:
Jack Wilcox repeats, pitches the
Dragons to victory over Concordia
and wins the Gorman trophy. Don
Betzen follows up with the night
cap victory, the eleventh in a
twelve-game season.
1954-55—Dareld Hirschey's re
turn of Bemidji's kickoff for eightytwo yards and a touchdown after
being sprung loose by Len Varriano and Ken Grabinske. Grabinske's quick-kick that rolled far be
hind Bemidji's team; Don Ander
son's tackle of a Bemidji back for a
fourteen-yard loss to end the
Beaver threat. Grabinske's perfect
coffin-corner punt to Mankato's
three, from which the Dragons
scored a safety and two important
points in the 16-13 victory. The
Homecoming party, when Jules
Herman brought the first
name
band to- MSTC — his Alma Mater.
1954-55—The dramatic power of
the Choir singing with the F-M
Symphony in "Drum Taps," and
the enthusiasm of the audience.
1954-55- ?

